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respective writings and discoveries;57 and, again, of
the parts of the same Article which prohibit the
United States and the several States from laying any
tax or duty on articles exported from any State; and,
lastly, of the remarkable provision which forbids a
State to pass any law impairing the obligation of
contracts. The power to grant patents by Federal
authority has, however, made the American people
the first in the world for the number and ingenuity
of the inventions by which it has promoted the
" useful arts77 ; while, on the other hand, the neglect
to exercise this power lor the advantage of foreign
writers has condemned the whole American com-
munity to a literary servitude unparalleled in the
history of thought. The prohibition against levying
duties on commodities passing from State to State is
again the secret both of American Free-trade and of
American Protection. It secures to the producer the
command of a free market over an enormous territory
of vast natural wealth, and thus it secondarily recon-
ciles the American people to a tariff on foreign im-
portations as oppressive as ever a nation has submitted
to. I have seen the rule which denies to the several
States the power to make any laws impairing the
obligation of contracts criticised as if it were a mere
politico-economical flourish; but in point of fact there
is no more important provision in the whole Constitu-
tion. Its principle was much extended by a decision of